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Abstract

The ‘Dataran’ or urban square has been suffering an identity loss as a result from
rapid urbanization despite its significance in shaping the city image. The concept
of "city image," often referred to as a city's reputation or perception. Even though
numerous studies had address different contribution of an urban square, there is
only limited information that addresses its role in shaping city image, especially
in relation to administrative capital in Malaysia. This paper is vital as it intends
to provide emphasis to the actual role of the urban square once again. This study
aims to examine the role of urban squares’ path in shaping the city image through
observable analysis on past and present administrative capitals in Malaysia;
Dataran Merdeka, Kuala Lumpur and Dataran Putra, Putrajaya. The observable
analysis will draw attention to two subject matters of paths; Clarity of Access
Linkages and Directional Quality. Comparison will be made and the urban square
that shows a stronger role in shaping the city image will be determined.
Conclusively, it is found out that the urban square with higher clarity in the access
linkages and strong directional quality are prone to show stronger role in shaping
the city image. Based on the observable analysis, Dataran Putra shows a stronger
role in shaping a city image as almost 100% of its’ paths shows clarity in its’
access linkages and form a strong directional quality due to its radial alignment.
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INTRODUCTION

The 'Dataran’' or urban square is a term used to describe an open space found
inside Malaysia since the early 18th century during the British Colonial (Lai and
Ang, 2018). During their colonial period, the administrative building becomes
one of the focus of Malaysia's town planning development (Mohidin, 2015). This
is the time when urban squares started to form a close relationship with the
administrative buildings as these urban features are often present in the urban
planning of such cities. This inseparable bond between urban square and the
administrative building shows a strong sense of place which one way or another
contributes to shaping the city image of such city (Razali et al., 2019). Besides
administrative buildings, urban squares are often surrounded by circulation
pathways (Wessel et al., 2018). Lynch (1960) disclosed that paths are one of the
major urban elements as it is one of the first elements to be designed during city
development. Paio et al. (2016) also stated that the surrounding paths often dictate
the formation of an urban square. All these further strengthen the role of the path
as a physical urban element that is closely related to urban square.

As one of the characterizing traits which dictate the formation of the
urban square, it is undeniable that paths share a similar role as the urban square
which is to shape the city image. But yet, few studies highlighted that the present
urban square suffers from identity loss as a result of district division (Sennett,
2017). The physical transformation of the urban square as a result of rapid
urbanization also affects this public realm negatively (Zakariya and Harun, 2018).
On the other hand, past researches such as Gehl, J (2013) and Vadiati et al. (2011)
had to address the different contribution of the urban square to the surrounding
community in term of social cohesion and environmental sustainability but there
is only limited research that addresses the role of the urban square in shaping the
city image, especially concerning the urban paths inside the context of Malaysia.
Hence, this research intends to overcome this gap by examining the legibility of
paths for the selected urban square in shaping the image of past and present
administrative capitals in Malaysia. Furthermore, this study intends to emphasize
the role of urban square paths in shaping city image once again.

LITERATURE REVIEW

Administrative Capital

An administrative capital, also known as an administrative center or government
capital, is a specific city or location within a country that serves as the primary
center for governmental and administrative functions (Rossman, 2018; Turner
and Turner, 2011; Mosser, 2010). This is distinct from the term "capital city,"
which may also encompass other functions like culture, economics, and historical
significance. An administrative capital is primarily focused on housing
government institutions and facilitating the operation of the government

457 © 2023 by MIP



Hazrina Haja Bava Mohidin, Ng Yi Ming
A Comparative Study on The Role of Urban Squares’ Path in Shaping the City Image of Past and Present
Administrative Capitals in Malaysia

(Rossman, 2018). It is therefore acting as the heart of a country and plays a
significant role in shaping city image. Administrative capitals are essential for the
effective functioning of a country's government and the execution of public
policies. They facilitate communication and coordination among government
agencies, lawmakers, and other stakeholders involved in governance.
Administrative capitals are often chosen strategically for reasons such as political
stability, geographical location, and historical significance (Rossman, 2018).
Some examples of administrative capitals are Canbera in Australia, Washington
D.Cin USA, Jakarta in Indonesia and so many more rapidly growing old and new
administrative capitals.

Roles of Urban Square

Based on Alves (2017), an urban square is defined as any space located within an
urban area, in which its defining elements are seen from within and where the
feeling of being is more acutely emphasized than in any other urban area. Public
space such as urban square plays an essential role in the city to catalyze the
humanization of its inhabitants (Bibri et al., 2017). Throughout history, different
events such as festival celebrations or entertainment-related activities had seen
taking place in the urban square (Zakariya et al., 2014). Kim (2017) also
mentioned that cities are formed through the composition of voids and masses
and the ratio of voids and masses will determine the structure of the city. Hence,
the urban square also plays a significant role concerning the context of void and
mass composition of a city due to its quality of openness.

Besides the physical role, the urban square also benefits the ecological
quality of the urban environment by improving the surrounding air quality and
lessen the water surface runoff (Massaro et al., 2021). Jin et al. (2020) also
mentioned that the presence of urban squares helps to reduce the noise level of
the surrounding. In addition, this urban feature is also a place where groups or
individuals learn to respect and tolerate others (Vis, 2018). All these contexts of
social cohesion and interaction display the local identity which will then reflect
and shape the image of the city (Yavuz et al., 2020). Furthermore, the urban
square also manifests a symbolic meaning of coexistence that further emphasizes
the placemaking identity of the surrounding (Moro et al., 2020).

Throughout every country, urban square plays an essential role in
catalyzing the humanization of inhabitants inside a city (Gehl, J, 2011). The role
of urban square ranges from physical, ecological, contribute to social cohesion,
placemaking, and the local identity. Thus, there is a strong relationship between
the presence of an urban square and the surrounding urban contexts where the
urban square also shows a role in shaping the city image.
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Urban Square in Malaysia

Although the urban square was introduced and implemented by the British in the
early 18th century, the creation of the urban square was originated in Calcutta,
India (Lai and Ang, 2018). The creation of 'maidan’ or an urban square in
Calcutta, India resulted from a town planning experiment initiated by the British
Empire while they were adapting to the pre-existing spaces in India (Nayan et al.,
2019). After the creation of 'maidan’, this urban feature was subsequently adopted
by the British Empire as a hybrid planning device that formalized as an instrument
for cities' planning (Razali et al., 2019).

Coming back to the context of the Malay Peninsula, the first urban
square that was introduced was named Fort Cornwallis which was located in
Penang Island (Shamsuddin et al., 2018). After the implementation of this urban
feature in Malaya, the term 'maidan' was then changed to 'Dataran’ to adapt to the
context of Malaya (Lai and Ang, 2018). Following the introduction of Fort
Cornwallis in Malaysia, few other urban squares such as the Padang Kota Lama
in Penang, Dataran Merdeka in Kuala Lumpur, Dataran Putra in Putrajaya, and a
few others were subsequently being introduced into the context of Malaysia. As
a result of its openness, the urban square in Malaya plays an essential role in
providing visual emphasis to the surrounding administrative building (Zakariya
and Harun, 2018).

City Image and Legibility

Like a piece of architecture, the city is a construction in space, but one of vast
scale, a thing perceived only in the course of long periods (Lynch, 1984). A city
is not only an object that is perceived by people of diverse character, but it is an
outcome of many designers and planners who are continuously modifying the
structural framework based on their reason. Thus, the strong link between the
city's memory, image, experience by its inhabitants and those physical
characteristics of such a city results in the formation of city image (Lynch, 1960).
In many ways, the visual quality or the image of a city is often defined by the
mental image held by each citizen (Lak et al., 2019). The term "Legibility" of city
image is the apparent clarity of the cityscape (Moulay et al., 2017). Legibility
refers to the quality or state of being clear, readable, or easily understood (Moulay
et al., 2017). If a physical object or element is legible, it could be easily seen as a
recognizable symbol or a pattern. Thus, a legible city would be one whose
physical elements are easily noticeable. Colding et al. (2020) also emphasized
that there is a change in the pattern of urban public spaces where prominent
architects and urban planners have been arguing that the quality of public spaces
has much to do with the image that they convey. This statement further
emphasized the importance of ‘legibility’.
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In short, Lynch (1960) emphasized that people should first attain a clear mental
mapping of their surrounding urban environment where they will then be able to
navigate, operate and act upon the environment. In conjunction with the idea of
mental maps, Lynch (1960) proposed 5 elements that are contained inside these
mental maps, namely: 1) Paths, 2) Edges, 3) Districts, 4) Nodes and 5)
Landmarks. As the formation of the urban square is strongly dependent on the
surrounding paths, this research study on urban square’s legibility will only be
focusing on the elements of paths.

PATH NODE LANDMARK EDGE DISTRICT

Figure 1: The Element of a City
Source: Lynch (1960)

Paths of Urban Square

Based on Javadi (2016), the form of the urban square could be categorized into 4
types, namely: 1) The Closed Square, 2) The Dominate Square, 3) The
Amorphous Squares and 4) The Street Plaza. Even though urban square could be
defined into a few types, Paio et al. (2016) mentioned that all types of urban
square share a similar characterizing trait that depends on ‘The Global Properties’
The global properties of an urban square refer to the overarching characteristics
and qualities that define a square within an urban context (Paio et al., 2106).
These properties encompass the square's role, significance, and impact on the
surrounding city and its inhabitants. Global properties help distinguish one square
from another and contribute to its unique identity within the urban fabric. It is
also used to create reference between the urban square and the surrounding access
or circulation pathways whether it is vehicular routes or pedestrian pathways
(Wessel et al., 2018)

As one of the first urban elements to be designed during the initial city
planning development, the path is considered the most significant element in
urban design (Carmona, 2021; Jacobs and Appleyard, 2015; Lynch, 1960).
Whether in international or local urban settings, urban squares are often
surrounded by circulation pathways; either pedestrian pathways or vehicular
routes where all these access linkages further emphasize the continuity and clarity
of paths (Wessel et al., 2018). Access linkages in the context of an urban square
refer to the connections and pathways that facilitate accessibility and movement
within the square and its surrounding areas (Camona, 2021; R.Siti, 2019). These
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linkages are designed to provide pedestrians with convenient and safe routes to
access the square, move around it, and connect to adjacent streets, buildings,
public transportation, and other key destinations. Access linkages play a crucial
role in enhancing the functionality and usability of urban squares (R. Siti, 2019).

Besides continuously identifiable, the elements of paths may have
directional quality (Lynch, 1960). The directional quality of a certain urban
feature could also be a result of the alignment of access linkages where a certain
feature could be the focal or termination point of the access linkages (Perovic and
Folic, 2012; Wessel et al., 2018). This directional value will then lead to the
perception of destination and origin points (Lynch, 1960). Thus, lacking identity
in a major path will result in confusion between one path with another, leading to
difficulty in reading the entire city image. The directional quality of paths at an
urban square refers to how well the paths and walkways within the square guide
pedestrians and provide a clear sense of direction or orientation (Carmona, 2021;
Jacobs and Appleyard, 2015). This aspect of urban design focuses on ensuring
that people can easily navigate the square, understand where they are, and find
their way to desired destinations within or beyond the square. The directional
quality of paths is an important consideration in urban planning and design to
enhance pedestrian safety, convenience, and overall user experience (Carmona,
2021; Jacobs and Appleyard, 2015).

In short, both clarity of access linkages and directional quality of paths
will contribute to a clearer mental map of the observer which will then contribute

to a stronger visual clarity of city image.
W=
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Figure 2: Different Forms of Urban Squares
Source: Javadi (2016)

A\ ‘

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

This qualitative research will be utilizing the case studies method as the method
of data collection; in which two (2) urban squares, namely Dataran Merdeka and
Dataran Putra from both past and present administrative cities in Malaysia were
selected as case studies. The two dataran are chosen as they are located in a capital
city have or currently serving as the administrative capital in Malaysia.
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The data will be obtained from observing the main vehicular passage,
pedestrian linkages and public vehicular access from site plans of the two
administrative cities through the method of object mapping where this technique
helps to remove non-related elements inside a particular image and provide the
viewer with a quick overview of the subject of research analysis (Downes et al.,
2015). To provide clarity and emphasize the different objects inside the site
planning images, different elements inside the site planning will be shown
through different images; Emphasizing only one object inside each image
(Marosi, 2016). Even though each object mapping will only be indicating one
element at a time, the site boundary of the selected case studies will always be
shown in red inside every image to provide clarity between the relationship of the
selected case studies and each surrounding element. The approach of the
observation will be based on the subject matter of ‘paths’ as outlined by Lynch
(1960).

As this research takes on an interpretive approach to research, the
researcher will play the role of a complete observer as no interaction will be
carried out with any insider to examine the legibility of the city image. Wibowo
et al. (2015) stated that the maximum distance of travel for pedestrians inside a
tropical climate such as Singapore is a total of 600m. However, a different point
of view was reviewed by Azmi et al. (2012), where they mentioned that the
maximum walkable distance inside another tropical city like Malaysia is only
400m. This statement was further supported by Leh et al. (2017) where they also
mentioned that 400m is a safe travel distance inside Malaysia. With all these, the
scope of observation and qualitative analysis for urban legibility will only be
examined within a distance of 500m radius from both case studies as this distance
represent the average comfortable travel distance inside a city of tropical climate.

The research analysis will then compare these two case studies in a table
format with regards to the two subject matters of paths: Access Linkages and
Directional Quality (as shown in Table 1). Lastly, the urban square that shows a
stronger role in shaping the city image will then be determined.
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Paths in Urban Square

Past Administrative
Capital Kuala Lumpur

Case Study
(Data Collection Method)

Present Administrative
Capital Kuala Lumpur

Medium of Analysis Observation
on Site Plan (500m radius)

Access Linkages

}_

Object Mapping
(Data Analysis Method)

—{ Directional Quality

Circulation:
Pedestrian and Vehicular

Comparison between past and
present administrative capital
(Data Synthesis)

Role of Urban Square in shaping
the city image

Figure 3: The research methodology framework

Table 1: Component of Object Mapping

PHYSICAL ELEMENT SUBJECT
OF URBAN SQUARE MATTERS OBSERVABLE ELEMENTS
Paths Access Linkages Access Linkages around Urban Square

Directional Quality

Main Vehicular Passage
Pedestrian Linkages

A: The Radius of Study

B: The Boundary of Case Study

C: The Highlighted Element

Figure 4: Example of Object Mapping as Method of Analysis

Source: Authors (2021)
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ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION

Dataran Merdeka

Having witnessed the rise of the Malaysian flag during Independence Day,
Dataran Merdeka is among the earliest public square introduced during the
British Empire. Formally known as the Padang Club, this urban feature is situated
inside the heart of an old government administrative district known as Kuala
Lumpur alongside the National Police Department headquarters and the Gombak
River (Zakariya & Harun, 2018).

For almost 140 years, Dataran Merdeka has witnessed many
transformations and events (Lai and Ang, 2018). Besides diminishing in area of
the open field, one of the major changes of Dataran Merdeka took place in the
mid-1980s where this huge open space was completely dug up to further
accommodate an underground parking area and a commercial plaza known as
Plaza Dataran Merdeka (Zulkefle et al., 2012).

Despite all those physical transformations, Dataran Merdeka is still
consistently the strongest element found inside this cityscape, a vast open space
inside the heart of the busy district - Kuala Lumpur, the formal administrative
capital of Malaysia (Nayan et al., 2019). It is undeniable that the stories of
Dataran Merdeka contribute significantly to both the historical formation and
social-cultural development of the formal administrative capitalof Kuala Lumpur.
Figure 5A shows the area of study for this selected case study within a radius of
500m as specified in the previous section.

Dataran Putra

Initiated by the 4th Prime Minister Tun Dr. Mahathir Mohamad, Malaysia
embarked on an aspiring ‘refashioning’ of the nation known as Wawasan 2020
(Vision 2020) to achieve the goal of becoming a ‘developed country’ by then
(Rossman, 2018). In conjunction with that, Putrajaya, the new federal
administrative capital was formed and replaced the congested Kuala Lumpur as
the administrative capital. One of the major urban features found in this
administrative capita is an urban square known as Dataran Putra.

Dataran Putra contributes significantly to the overall master planning
proposal for the new administrative capital of Putrajaya, as it is positioned in the
termination point of this major boulevard of this city, the Putrajaya Boulevard
(Ngesan et al., 2015, Moser, 2020). Hence, providing emphasis on the
surrounding administrative building and architecture as a result of the openness
of this urban feature (Kim, 2017). In addition, Dataran Putra also contributes
greatly towards the social and communal values of the surrounding local
community where recreational activities such as picnics, jogging, cycling, and
skating were often carried out here (Ujang et al., 2015).
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As a whole, Dataran Putra plays a significant role not just as the
termination point of the major axis of Putrajaya, the Putrajaya Boulevard, but also
as an urban feature that shows placemaking identity to the local. It is certain that
the existence of this urban square also contributes greatly to forming the city
image of this new administrative capital of Malaysia. Similar to that of the
previous case study, Figure 5B shows the area of study for this selected case study
within a radius of 500m.

0o

VA: Datarah Merdeka B: D_ataran Putra

Figure 5: 500m Radius around both case Studies
Source: Authors (2021)

In general, the comparison between Dataran Merdeka and Dataran
Putra is shown in the table below, where physical elements such as geographical

location, urban form, and surrounding paths are specified.

Table 2: General Comparison between Dataran Merdeka & Dataran Putra

ELEMENTS OF CASE STUDIES

URBAN SQUARE | __DATARAN PUTRA

Photography
& "}F
Location Kuala Lumpur
User / Observer (Past Admlmstratlye Capital of Putrajaya
Malaysia)
Form (Present Administrative Capital of
Malaysia)
Surrounding Paths Tourist / Foreign Traveller Local Residence
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Access Linkages

Based on what was observed from the site planning of Dataran Merdeka (as shown
in Figure 6A), we can deduce that the site planning of this area is not referring to
any major axis on-site, hence resulting in a diverse network of paths scattered all
over the urban area. The reason behind the formation of this scattered capital might
have resulted from the unplanned morphological transformation from a previous
local village into an administrative capital after the arrival of the British Colony.
On the other hand, based on Figure 6B, even though a few major roads with wider
width could easily be observed from the site planning, those access linkages do not
show any emphasis or focus towards any other urban feature inside the surrounding
context, hence resulting in a weaker visual clarity inside the mental image of the
traveling observers. In short, all the access linkages inside this area were not
dictated by any major planning axis on-site, hence resulting in an unplanned capital
with a diverse network of access linkages scattered all over the urban context.

Access Linkages in Dataran Merdeka

ACCESS LINKAGES.

Exsiting Sife Planning based on Online Resources Object Mapping of Existing Access Linkages

A: Existing Access Linkages

X -
AAAAAAAAA

Object Mapping of the Main Vehicular Passage Object Mapping of the Pededstrian Linkages

B: Main Vehicular & Pedestrian Network

Figure 6: 500m Radius around both case Studies
Source: Authors (2021)
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Access Linkages in Dataran Putra

ACCESS LINKAGES

Exsifing Site Planning based on Online Resources ‘ Object Mapping of Exisfing Access linkages

A: Existing Access Linkages

Object Mapping of the Main Vehicular Passage \ Object Mapping of the Pedeshian Linkages j

B: Main Vehicular & Pedestrian Network

Figure 7: Overview of Access Linkages of Dataran Putra through Object Mapping
Source: Authors (2021)

Dataran Putra is an open space located in Precinct 1 of Putrajaya
Malaysia (Rossman, 2018). Based on what was observed from the site planning
of Dataran Putra in Figure 7A, it is apparent that the site planning of this area
follows a major axis and the Dataran Putra plays a prominent role as the catalyst
or binder for the surrounding site planning.

As a whole, the master plan for this ‘Utopian City’ divides the city into
2 main zone or areas, namely: 1) the Core Zone and 2) the Periphery Zone.
Dataran Putra plays a prominent role inside the core zone where this urban feature
acts as an open space that provides emphasis towards the surrounding feature, a
catalyst for the city planning of Putrajaya’s Core Zone (as shown in Figure 7B)

In summary, as a significant binder for the master planning of
Putrajaya’s Core Zone, Dataran Putra explicit a strong role as an important
element of the city that shaped the city image of Putrajaya. All the access linkages
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around this urban feature follows a focal point (the Dataran Putra) as the main
planning axis which dictate the other paths’ placement and position.

Discussion on Access Linkages

Based on what was observed, Dataran Merdeka shows a lack of clarity for its
access linkages as all the access linkages inside this area was not dictated by any
major planning axis on-site, hence resulting in an unplanned capital with a diverse
network of access linkages scattered all over the urban context. As mentioned
previously, the reason behind the formation of this scattered capital might have
resulted from the unplanned morphological transformation from a previous local
village into an administrative capital after the arrival of the British Colony
(Zakariya & Harun, 2018).

In many ways, the visual quality or the image of a city is often defined
by the mental image held by each citizen (Lynch, 1960). If a physical object or
element is legible, it could be easily seen as a recognizable symbol or a related
pattern (Lak et al., 2019). A similar theory applies to the physical elements of
paths, where these unorganized access linkages found around Dataran Merdeka
are portrayed as a non-legible urban element which one way or another weaken
the travelers' apparent clarity to this specific urban area. Hence, visual clarity
could not be seen inside the mental mapping of the observers as they pass through
the surrounding access linkages because of those unorganized access linkages.

On the contrary, as the newly built and structured administrative capital
of Malaysia, Dataran Putra shows a better clarity in its access linkages compared
to that of the Dataran Merdeka. The contrast between the site planning of both
urban features can be seen clearly as Dataran Putra follows a circular focal point
as the main planning axis which further defines and dictate the other paths'
positioning and planning. All these alignments and well-planned access linkages
will then provide a stronger 'imageability' inside the mental mapping of the
observers, thus allowing them to travel through the surrounding with ease and
clarity. Moreover, a clear environmental image will also provide the inhabitant
with a significant sense of emotional security (Colding et al., 2020). This
statement further proves that the paths along Dataran Putra play a stronger role
in shaping the city image compared to that of Dataran Merdeka.
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Table 3: A Comparative Analysis for Access Linkages

OBSERVABLE ANALYSIS
l\ilzil'sl‘ql‘EE(i;rS PHYSICAL DATARAN DATARAN
MERDEKA PUTRA
o As the previous e As the current
administrative administrative
capital which capital that was
underwent major newly built and
morphological structured
transformation from without any
way before the influence from
country’s the previous
independence morphological
transformation
o Shows a lack of e Showsa
e G P clarity of paths as stronger clarity
A there are a diverse of paths as all
A: Dataran Merdeka network of paths paths follow a
Clarity of scattered throughout radial site
Access the area as a planning axis
Linkage resulted from the where Dataran
unplanned Putra act as the
morphological binder for the
transformation overall site
planning
e A strong visual e A stronger
clarity or ‘imageability’
‘imageability’ could could be
not be formed inside formed by the
the mental mapping observer as
B: D ataran Putra of the observers due they pass
to such unplanned through the
access linkages radial site
planning axis

Directional Quality
Based on what was observed from Figure 8, we can deduce that the perimeter
access linkages of Dataran Merdeka are all aligning with the perimeter boundary
of the urban square with an exception of one main road on site — Jalan Kinabalu.
The reason behind the morphological transformation of the surrounding urban
context that resulted in the current disconnection between Jalan Kinabalu
(previously Jalan Raja at 2007) might be caused by the development of the Royal
Selangor Club located on the west of Dataran Merdeka (Rossman, 2018).

Even though all those paths were positioned at the perimeter of Dataran
Merdeka, there is no strong physical connection or directional quality between
both the urban square and surrounding street as the urban square is not conceived
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as either a focal or termination point. Hence, the mental mapping of observers
will no longer perceive the Dataran Merdeka as a place of significance but rather
a place in the city where the community passes by every day.

Conclusively, although there is a presence of path's alignment
surrounding the perimeter of Dataran Merdeka, this urban square does not play a
significant role in providing a clear mental mapping inside the mind of observers
as clarity cannot be seen in term of directional quality of paths, hence confusing
'imageability' of paths in term of directional quality.

Directional Quality in Dataran Merdeka

DIRECTIONAL QUALITY
LA TRACK
JALAK KINABALY JALAN BAJA LAUT
- v

-
B ‘

| Exsiting Site Planning based on Online Resources I ‘ Object Mapping of Paths around Dalaran Merdeka | ‘ Object Mapping of the Railway Track / Lline |

IALAN RAJA

Figure 8: Overview of Perimeter Access Linkages of Dataran Merdeka through Object
Mapping
Source: Authors (2021)
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Directional Quality in Dataran Putra

‘ DIRECTICNAL QUALITY

LAMAN PERDANA
-

FERSIARAN PERDANA

Exsiting Site Planning based on Online Resources | | Object Mapping of Existing Access Linkages

Figure 9: Overview of Perimeter Access Linkages of Dataran Putra through Object
Mapping
Source: Authors (2021)

As the main termination point of Putrajaya Boulevard, the site planning,
and the alignment of paths inside the Dataran Putra were also planned carefully
per a specific focal point or site axis. This resulted in a strong radial site planning
strategy where Dataran Putra acts as the focal point of this termination zone. All
these further define and give clarity towards the paths' alignment and directional
quality inside this area. All this will then contribute to a clearer mental image
inside the observers' minds as they travel through this urban feature.

In summary, the surrounding access linkages around Dataran Putra
show a strong directional quality as this urban feature was positioned in the
termination point of the major axis of Putrajaya, the Putrajaya Boulevard. The
alignment of all the access linkages here follows a central radial axis where the
Dataran Putra acts as the binder for the overall site planning. All these alignments
of paths inside Dataran Putra help strengthen the role of this urban square in
shaping the city image of Putrajaya as clarity could be from inside the mental
mapping of the observers, hence resulting in the clarity of 'imageability' of paths
in term of directional quality.

Discussion on Directional Quality

Glancing through the surrounding context of Dataran Merdeka, even though most
of the surrounding perimeter access linkages are aligned with the perimeter of
Dataran Merdeka (except Jalan Kinabalu), no strong directional quality could be
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seen between those access linkages with the Dataran Merdeka as the urban square
was positioned at the perimeter of those paths and was only perceived as a place
where the community pass by every day.

Lynch (1960) mentioned that travelers tend to imagine a paths’ origin
and termination point which allow them to know where they are heading and
coming from. Colding et al. (2020) also disclosed that having a strong visual
clarity in the paths' origin and a destination point will tend to lead to a stronger
identity of that paths, giving a sense of bearing towards the observers' whenever
they crossed them. All these further prove the lack of strong directional quality
in the perimeter access linkages of paths along Dataran Merdeka as all of those
paths do not show an origin or termination point.

On the contrary, the surrounding access linkages around Dataran Putra
show a stronger visual clarity in all the paths' alignment as this urban feature was
positioned in the termination point of the major axis of Putrajaya, the Putrajaya
Boulevard. In addition, all the surrounding access linkages were also dictated by
the presence of that urban feature and hence strengthening further the role of
Dataran Putra in shaping its city image. This statement was supported by Lak et
al. (2019) where he mentioned that and end-from-end differentiation could be
formed by elements that may be visible near the end of a path, which further
defined the termination point. On the other hand, Moulay et al. (2017) also added
that having a strong directional quality as a result of origin and termination point
will then give a sense of scale towards the travelers, which one way or another
allow the observer to have a stronger mental mapping of the urban surrounding
as a result of the visual clarity.

As a conclusive remark, Dataran Putra shows a stronger role in shaping
the city image through its alignment of the path which resulted in a stronger
directional quality as this urban square plays a significant role as it is positioned
in the termination point of the major axis of Putrajaya — The Putrajaya Boulevard.
In addition to that, the alignment of paths for Dataran Putra was not only an
alignment following the perimeter of the urban square but contribute to a major
planning axis of the whole city of Putrajaya.
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Table 4: A Comparative Analysis for Directional Quality

OBSERVABLE ANALYSIS
Bélli]?[‘nyE(i;rS PHYSICAL DATARAN DATARAN
MERDEKA PUTRA
e Most access o All the access
linkages except linkages follow
Jalan Kinabalu the radial site
area aligned to the planning axis of
perimeter of Dataran Putra
Dataran Merdeka
e No strong physical | e This urban square
relationship could plays a
be form between significant role as
the alignment of the main
paths and the termination point
positioning of the for the major axis
Directional urban square of Putrajaya — the
Quality Putrajaya
Boulevard
e Dataran Merdeka e Hence,
was not perceived strengthening
as a place of further the
significant but significant of
rather as a place in Dataran Putra in
the city where the shaping the city
SN S community pass image of
B: Dataran Putra by as a result from Putrajaya
such paths’
alignment
CONCLUSION

Conclusively, it is found out that the urban square with higher clarity in the access
linkages and strong directional quality are prone to show stronger role in shaping
the city image. As compared to Dataran Merdeka, we can deduce that Dataran
Putra shows a stronger role in shaping the city image of the present administrative
capital of Malaysia, Putrajaya. Looking through the site planning of Dataran
Putra, a stronger ‘imageability’ could be form inside the mental mapping of the
observer through its radial alignment and the strategic location of this urban
feature as the termination point of the major axis of Putrajaya, the Putrajaya
Boulevard resulted in a stronger clarity of access linkages and directional quality.
Furthermore, this research study intends to reinstate the importance of urban
square as a place of significant inside a city by allowing more residence to
acknowledge the role of urban square in shaping city image.
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